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The Affordable Housing Council of the Olympia Master Builders (TAHC) is the political action committee 
for the Olympia Master Builders. Olympia Master Builders represents the building trades community 
spanning Thurston, Lewis, Grays Harbor, Mason and Pacific Counties. TAHC provides endorsements and 
financial support to political candidates who understand the value that the home building industry and small 
businesses bring to the local and state economy and support the mission of the Olympia Master Builders – 
to provide affordable housing for all economic segments of society. 
 
The Affordable Housing Council will make endorsements at the local level during the 2021 election cycle. 
We do not always endorse a candidate in every race where one is sought. Endorsement may include financial 
support, but it is not guaranteed. To be considered for an endorsement, candidates must apply by submitting 
a completed questionnaire.   
 
We welcome your comments, questions, and thoughts on these and other issues. Additional pages – 
although optional – are welcome and may be attached to the document. 
 
This questionnaire includes the following sections: 

•   Candidate & Campaign Information 

•   Background Questions 

•   Community Questions 

•   Policy Questions 

•   Candidate Signature Page  

2021 CANDIDATE 
QUESTIONNAIRE 

 Representing Thurston, Lewis, Mason, Grays Harbor 
and Pacific Counties 
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CANDIDATE & CAMPAIGN INFORMATION 
Please Type or Print 

Candidate Name:  

Robbi Kesler, 360-490-3650 

Phone: 

Campaign Address (if applicable): 

1801 Evergreen Park Ct. SW #23, Olympia, WA 98502 

 

 

Email: kesler4council@gmail.com 

Campaign Website: www.kesler4council.com 

Office Sought: Olympia City Council, Position #2 

 

 

Incumbent?  

               ____ YES 

               __P__ NO 

Opponent(s): Yen Huynh, Bruce Wilkinson, Jr. 

Endorsements Received: 

Many personal and professional endorsements from community members.  Up to date list is 

available on my website. 

 

 

Funds Raised to Date (Cash/In-Kind): Cash: $14,510.00 In-Kind: $1,350.06 

 

Have you prepared a budget? 

               __P__ YES 

               ____ NO 

Have you prepared a fundraising plan? 

               __P__ YES 

               ____ NO 
 

 

Note: We will use the information in this section to contact you to schedule an interview should the Board of Trustees request 

one and to distribute any campaign donations. Please verify all fields are correct.  



THE AFFORDABLE HOUSING COUNCIL OF OLYMPIA MASTER BUILDERS 
1211 STATE AVENUE NE - OLYMPIA, WA 98506 – (360) 754-0912 

 

Please answer the following questions to the best of your ability.  Attach paper if needed. 
 
BACKGROUND 

1.   Why are you running for this position?   
My education and experience have enabled me to develop skills that are well suited to a position on 
the Olympia City Council. I want to serve on City Council because I truly believe I am the best person 
for the job. I am community minded and am at a point in my life where I can commit to serving on 
City Council. I feel compelled to offer my time and expertise when I look at the issues facing Olympia 
and know that I can help.  
 
2.   What are your top three priorities? 
Some goals I have are as follows: (1) implement a better system to track progress on council and 
community goals; (2) address public health and equity issues associated the homeless population and 
those without secure housing, encourage a regional approach and advocate for resources from federal 
and state government; and (3) increase the City of Olympia’s presence during the State’s legislative 
session to advocate for laws that would benefit Olympia, while also advocating for appropriate 
funding in order to discourage unfunded mandates. 

3.   What leadership qualities and experience will you bring to this position? 
Participating in governance is a part-time role for many of the other candidates, including current 
Council Members. But for me, governance has been a major piece of my full-time professional life. I 
have experience from my time as general counsel for the Chehalis Tribe working with and advising a 
governing body. I have experience from my time with the Tribe and as non-partisan staff counsel in 
the State Legislature drafting laws. I have professional experience and personal experience, from my 
involvement with community organizations, communicating with stakeholders to turn ideas into 
action. I have experience leading and participating in meetings that are organized like how City 
Council meetings are organized. My full-time professional work has included negotiating compacts 
between different local governments. My experience includes work on business development, tax 
regulations, community services (e.g. fire services), and employment matters. I am trained to analyze 
issues objectively and find solutions. 

 
4.   What issue(s) most differentiates yourself from your opponent? 
I am running against an incumbent, Yen Huynh, who was appointed by other City Council Members, 
but has not been elected. Ms. Huynh’s application for City Council indicated her most relevant 
government experience was approximately ten months on the Planning Commission. Participating for 
ten months during COVID with a part-time group is no comparison to my ten-plus years of legal 
experience directly related to governance. I am better suited to address the issues that we know will 
come before Olympia City Council and am better suited to analyze and address unanticipated issues. 
 
Bruce Wilkinson Jr. filed to run on the last day to file. I have only recently heard/read about his 
background, experience, and campaign platform.     
 

 
COMMUNITY 

5.   What do you feel is the single biggest issue facing your community today and how do you plan to 
address it? 

On the issue of homelessness and housing, which is the issue folks seem to ask me about the most, I 
am in favor of a regional approach with multiple mitigation sites to provide shelter to the homeless. 
These sites must be picked by the cities and county—we cannot allow the homeless population to 
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setup camp where they choose, which often is in environmentally critical areas and/or on private 
property. Mitigation sites done correctly would be a better situation for the homeless than current 
homeless camps (these new sites could have better shelter and clean water) and could save the 
community money in the long-term. There would be upfront costs to get the sites prepared, but having 
the homeless population in an area where services can easily be provided and crime monitored would 
result in savings related to emergency services. It seems obvious, but I am not sure if many people 
realize how much of our emergency services are used by the homeless camps—and in the camps’ 
current locations, it is often treacherous for emergency responders to reach the person(s) in need of 
help.  
 
I would like to build upon existing agreements, such as the Regional Housing Council, to expand the 
reach of existing agreements and create other inter-governmental groups to address a broader array of 
issues and advocate for resources necessary to respond. It is obvious the community needs to ensure 
that homelessness issues are handled regionally. No single city in the area should be the base of 
operations for services and no single city should expect its residents and businesses to pay a 
disproportionate share for services. Housing is just one example of an issue that calls for problem 
solving at a regional level. 

 
6.   What’s a recent city or county decision with which you agreed and why? 
I agree with the city’s decision to approve the development agreement for Westbay Yards.  
Development agreements are an important step to ensure there will be smart growth.  The was quite a 
bit of publicity about this decision and I don’t think the city did a very good job at explaining what 
development agreements actually are.  This did not change any current laws, it simply offers certainty 
to developers while they undertake big, multiyear projects.  

 
7.   What’s a recent city or county decision with which you disagreed and why? 
Although not one single issue (there are several examples), I think the current Olympia City Council 
spends too much time on issues that are not city governance. I have the legal background to know 
what issues are appropriate for a city government to address versus what issues must legally be 
handled by a different level of government. I will not spend time focusing on issues that are better 
handled at a different level of government, except to support efforts to bring issues important to 
Olympia before other levels of governing bodies. A City Council Member must spend their time on 
tasks and/or issues that have the potential to lead to productive output as opposed to debating policies 
that are academic from the standpoint of what a City Council is designed to do. 
 
8.   What factors do you think businesses consider when choosing where to locate? 
It depends on the business. But very generally speaking some of the most obvious considerations are 
overhead (e.g. what is the average salary or wage for a particular position in a particular location?; 
what is the price per square foot for commercial space and/or are there viable commercial buildings 
for sale that fit the business’ budget?; etc.), how likely an area is to be able to supply an appropriate 
level of employees who would likely be successful working for the business, and the demand for the 
business’ goods or services in the area (e.g. what is the competition?; do customers in the area have 
the need or desire for the product and ability to pay?; etc.).  I also know that businesses may consider 
government regulations (e.g. impact fees, permitting costs, taxation, worker salary/benefits 
requirements, etc.) when choosing where to locate. I would appreciate the opportunity to discuss 
business concerns in more detail if there are questions about specific real-world examples, or if there 
are follow-up questions to my general answer. 

 
POLICY  
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9.   What role does local government have in economic development and growing our economy? 
Please be specific. 

Local governments may enact policy tools to support, sustain and grow economic opportunity.  Some 
examples are infrastructure investments, tax incentives, and supporting other policies that make the 
area attractive to businesses and residents. 
 
10.  What should be done in your community to encourage and support new development, either 

residential or commercial?  
I’m interested in hearing more from your members and learning more.  One concern I often hear 
relates to permit timing.  I would like to see measurable progress made to decrease permit times and I 
would like to see current permit data (number of applications, processing time, etc.) shared on the 
City’s website. 

 
11.  What do you believe should be done to increase housing affordability? 
I’m interested in hearing more from your members and learning more.  I think there could be room to 
minimize fees and up front costs and I support efforts to support and encourage increased density.  I 
think ADUs will be an important piece to housing affordability and community housing stability 
because of the potential to offer multigenerational living and aging in place. 

 
 

12.  Explain your philosophy on planning and zoning. What changes, if any, should be considered? 
Planning and zoning generally lends some certainties to to land use. The City has action plans as part 
of the overall comprehensive plan, but there are inadequate monitoring/progress reports on the action 
plans. Current grading of the City’s plans is limited to subjective feedback, which is generally people 
who strongly disagree or strongly agree—there should be an objective measurement criterion to make 
sure those plans are meeting the actual intended goal(s).  

13.  What does the term 'property rights' mean to you? 
“A bundle of rights.” – my 1L intro to property law class.  More specifically, I understand the legal 
definition of property rights includes the right of possession, the right of control, the right of 
exclusion, the right to derive income, and the right of disposition. There can be exceptions to those 
rights, and it’s important to understand that property owners have obligations/responsibilities as well. 

 
14.  When is it appropriate to raise property taxes or implement impact fees? Explain. 
Impact fees are meant to recover the cost of improvements necessary to support new development.  It 
might be appropriate to raise taxes of implement impact fees in order to fund infrastructure as new 
development requires new infrastructure. This is an area that I would like to learn more, collaborate 
with all impacted parties, and ensure the system is transparent and meeting clear objectives. 
 
15.  If offered endorsement/funding by The Affordable Housing Council, do you intend to accept it? If 

no, please explain. 
Yes, I would welcome your endorsement and/or support.  I value your members’ input and expertise 
and would look forward to building good relationships in order to work on the important issue of 
housing affordability. 
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LEGISLATIVE PRIORITIES 
Please provide additional information if you disagree with any of the following OMB positions? 

Growth Management Act Reform 

OMB supports comprehensive and substantive reform of the GMA that increases the protection of property 
rights, promotes the construction of affordable housing, and establishes accountability measures to ensure that 
local governments plan for and issue permits for residential development at densities necessary to accommodate 
growth projections. 

 Strongly 
Agree   P 

 Agree  Neutral  Disagree  Strongly Disagree 

Efficient and Timely Permitting 

OMB supports streamlined and predictable permitting by local, state, and federal agencies. OMB further believes 
that local governments should be required to issue final permit decisions within 120 days of filing a complete 
application and be held accountable for timely permit decisions. 

 Strongly 
Agree 

 Agree P  Neutral  Disagree  Strongly Disagree 

Taxes 

Taxes which are spread across the broadest segments of society are the most equitable and fair.  OMB prefers the 
use of broad-based taxes such as property tax, Real Estate Excise Tax and the Motor Fuel Tax to fund public 
infrastructure. 

 Strongly 
Agree 

 Agree P  Neutral  Disagree  Strongly Disagree 

Impact Fees 

OMB opposes the imposition of impact fees to fund school construction, transportation, parks, and fire 
departments. Reallocation and appropriation of Real Estate Excise Tax, Motor Vehicle Fuel Tax, and other 
broad-based taxes are more appropriate forms of funding. 

 Strongly 
Agree 

 Agree  Neutral  Disagree 
P 

 Strongly Disagree 
 

I am generally in favor or reduction or exemption of impact fees for projects with a public benefit and agree that 
other broad based taxes may be appropriate.  However, I can’t say that I agree to oppose all impact fees. 

Energy Code 

OMB supports energy conservation requirements, which do not exceed economic justification, create adverse 
impact for the health of occupants, or do not affect structural integrity. 	  OMB supports the adoption of the 
International Energy Conservation Code and opposes implementations that put Washington ahead of the nation in 
regard to energy conservation. OMB supports extending the energy code cycle from three (3) to six (6) years. 

 Strongly 
Agree 

 Agree  Neutral P 
 

 Disagree   Strongly Disagree 
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Thank you for your interest in working with The Affordable Housing Council of Olympia Master 

Builders. You may be contacted to set up an interview once all candidate responses have been received 

and reviewed by the committee.   

Return by July 1st, 2021  
 
Please return this questionnaire by mail to: 
Attn: Jason D. Gano 
The Affordable Housing Council of Olympia Master Builders 
1211 State Ave NE      
Olympia, WA  98506 
 
Return by fax to: 
(360) 754-7448 
 
Return by email to: 
jason@omb.org (Please send as one file) 
 
 
 
 

I would be interested to hear about specific examples and learn more about this. 

Workforce Development 

OMB supports development and implementation of education programs focused on work-based training and 
workforce development. OMB promotes job and life skill educational career-connected opportunities for anyone 
interested in construction.  OMB supports educational curriculums focused on preparation, work-experience 
activities and applied skills in construction. OMB supports modification of labor laws to allow youth first-hand 
experience working on construction jobsites. 

 Strongly 
Agree P 

 Agree  Neutral  Disagree  Strongly Disagree 

SIGNATURE 

P I would accept the endorsement of the OMB, should it be offered to me. 

P I hereby declare that the information given herein is true to the best of my knowledge and beliefs, and 
furthermore, I authorize The Affordable Housing Council of Olympia Master Builders to make my 
responses to the questions contained in this questionnaire available to its members and distribute them in 
campaign related publications. 

Name (Print) Robbi Kesler 

Signature /s/ Robbi Kesler 

Date 6/30/21 


